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Whitsunday Water-based Tours to Operate from Bowen 

Bowen Tourism and Business are proud to support local Whitsundays tour operator, Whitsunday Paradise 

Explorer, in their new venture operating from Bowen. The first ‘Bowen Explorer’ tour will commence on the 

23rd December and regularly from January 2019. 

John Henderson, owner & operator of Whitsunday Paradise, is excited to launch the new tours following 

the successful application for a permit from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Parks Authority. “The permit, 

specifically designed for the Bowen region, also gives me permission to provide snorkeling and whale 

watching. Through my existing Commercial Activities Permit I can also access the day use area of Bona 

Bay on Gloucester Island.” he said. Mr Henderson is also committed to the ‘Eye on the Reef’ program and 

intends to implement a reef monitoring plan at a regular snorkel location. 

With tourism continuing to be identified as an emerging industry for the Bowen community, Whitsunday 

Paradise Explorer’s ‘Bowen Explorer’ packages are the first water-based tours in many years to launch 

from Bowen and are a positive sign for future development.  

Bowen Tourism & Business Chair, Jenn Honnery said “It is fantastic to see Whitsunday Paradise Explorer 

offer the chance for visitors to Bowen to experience our beautiful coastline and islands. Tours such as this 

will be a game changer for Bowen’s tourism industry, providing the opportunity to extend nights stayed, 

increase local expenditure and ultimately showcase Bowen as a unique destination within the 

Whitsundays region.” 

The tours will operate weekly from Bowen and include a ‘Leisure & Lunch’ day cruise to Cape Gloucester 

Eco Resort return every Sunday, sunset cruises every Sunday evening and day trip charter options on 

request every Monday.  

Whitsunday Paradise Explorer tours can host up to 8 guests, provide wildlife spotting and snorkeling 

experiences, are family friendly, accessible for most travelers and can be tailored upon request. Tours can 

be booked direct from the operator or through the Bowen Visitor Information Centres located at the ‘Big 

Mango’ and Bowen foreshore. 
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Bowen Tourism & Business: Supporting Tourism & Business in beautiful Bowen - Top of the Whitsundays. 

Bowen Tourism & Business is a not-for-profit organisation driven by a team of passionate staff, 

volunteers and local business committee representation. Our mission is to provide excellence in visitor 

experience and business member support through exceptional customer service, fostering business 

advancement & relationships and community involvement. Working with and supported by local & 

regional businesses, Whitsunday Regional Council & Tourism Whitsundays we proudly provide 

destination marketing, business support, local engagement, networking & growth opportunities for our 

members, visitors & Bowen community. 
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